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Other Minorities

Of the other minorities, the Turcomans, Mandaeans and
Shabak raise no problems. There have been occasional move-
ments of unrest among the Yazidis and they have more than once
come into conflict with the authorities ; a punitive expedition was
sent against them during the period of Bekr Sidqi. Like the
Assyrians, they are a community with a tradition of autonomy
in Ottoman days, and it has proved difficult to reconcile them to
becoming citizens of a modern centralized State; they need
above all tactful and enlightened local administration.